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A Study to Investigate the Attention of Students
from Different Colleges in the Layout Arrangement
of Text and Pictures in Posters
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Abstract

Despite the vast array of information communication approaches, nowadays, posters still play a vital role
in visual communication. The graphic layout is the focus of the poster. The text-to-image matching and the layout
can both affect the attention of the viewer. Moreover, their appropriate arrangement enables the message to be
delivered correctly and quickly to the viewers. Viewers themselves have their own subjective thinking. Other
factors such as their background, professional domain, gender and age will affect the way they pay attention to
the same poster. This study explores the differences in attention of students from different colleges on various
posters. An instrument in measuring eye movement was utilized to detect the variables such as Time to First
Fixation (TFF), First Fixation Duration (FFD), Total Fixation Duration (TFD), and Total Fixation Count (TFC).
Results show TFF remains the same no matter which College students are from. From the first sight position, the
time to read the texts appears to run slower for students from Digital Design College than for Business College,
Humanities College and Engineering College. Regarding the areas of interest, the poster feature area has the
longest total viewing time, followed by the title, text, and then the pictures which have the shortest TFD. The
results can help designers create a poster layout with the main focus on the features and text.
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